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From the University
Librarian: Reorganization
With this inaugural issue of University
Libraries Access, we not only celebrate
the new University Libraries as a single
organization, but we also bid a fond fare-
well to two previous publications:
University Library Windows and the
Fordham Health Sciences Library Update.
The combining of the two libraries
under a single administration resulted in a
reorganization. We now have three divi-
sions, each led by an Associate University
Librarian (AUL). Two AULs are
responsible for building-related services.
Patricia Walker, the AUL for the Paul
Laurence Dunbar Library, and Sarah
Timmons, the AUL for the Fordham
Health Sciences Library, are responsible
for reference and research services, special
collections and archives, and information
delivery services (circulation, reserves,
and interlibrary loan) of their respective
libraries. In addition, Walker is respon-
sible for the government documents and
Music Library, and Timmons is respon-
sible for the Learning Resources Center
and Computer Education Center.
Barbara Winters, the AUL for the
third division, Central Services,
administers the services that are common
to both libraries, including collection
management, acquisitions, cataloging and
automation.
The AULs, the department heads, and
the entire staff of both libraries are always
interested in providing you with high
quality services. Please call upon them, or
upon me, whenever we can be of assis-
tance.
-- Arnold Hirshon, University Librarian
University Library
Rededicated in Honor of
Paul Laurence Dunbar
On May 2, Wright State University
rededicated the University Library in
honor of Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-
1906), the native Daytonian who was the
first African-American poet and novelist to
attain international recognition. Known
for his use of dialect, Dunbar also was an
accomplished poet and novelist in standard
English. By age seventeen he published
his own newspaper, the Dayton Tattler, an
African-American newspaper printed by
his high school classmate and friend,
Orville Wright. At Wright's suggestion,
Dunbar collected fifty-six poems and had
them published as his first book, Oak &
Ivy, which was issued in 1893. During
Dunbar's lifetime he took other work to
support his career in writing, including a
term as an assistant at the Library of Con-
gress.
Vice-President Charles Hathaway and University
Librarian Arnold Hirshon unveiling the building
plaque.
The rededication program opened with
the singing of the Wright State University
Gospel Choir. Speakers included Fred
Weber, chair of the Wright State
University Board of Trustees, University
President Paige E. Mulhollan, President of
the Faculty Greg Bernhardt, and Mr.
Wilkinson Wright. Also on the program
were two nationally acclaimed interpreters
of the works of Dunbar, Ms. Emma
Smith, who performed Dunbar's "Ode to
Ethiopia," and University of Dayton
professor Dr. Herbert Martin who
performed Dunbar's "Ante-bellum
Sermon."
Following the readings, Vice-President
for Academic Affairs Charles E.
Hathaway, and Arnold Hirshon unveiled a
new building plaque. Permanent
installation of the plaque, which bears a
portrait of Dunbar and a stanza from his
poem "The Poet," will occur soon. The
program closed with the singing of the
Dunbar Concert Choir of Columbus.
At the reception that followed, the
Dayton Contemporary Dance Company-2
presented interpretative dances of Dunbar
works, with narration by Herbert Martin.
The reception and the entertainment were
sponsored by the Friends of the Libraries.
In association with the rededication
ceremony, the Special Collections and
Archives Department created a new
permanent exhibit about Dunbar for the
first floor reading room. In addition, the
department assembled temporary exhibits
on the second and first floors. Many
materials were from the Libraries' stand-
ing collections, and others were on tempo-
rary loan from the Ohio Historical Society.
William and Mary Shepherd donated
the core of the Libraries' Dunbar special
collections in 1975. The collection
contains first editions, many inscribed and
autographed by Dunbar. Mr. Shepherd
was the grandchild of Dr. Henry A.
Tobey, a Toledo psychiatrist who was a
patron, benefactor and close friend of the
author.
The Wright State University Libraries
are committed to the development of a
research-level collection about Dunbar,
and we continue to pursue actively the





During the Dunbar Library building
rededication ceremony, University
Librarian Arnold Hirshon announced the
launching of the Paul Laurence Dunbar
Electronic Text Project. When completed
the project will provide electronic texts of
the published works of Dunbar, some of
which are scarce or out-of-print. Hirshon
noted that the creation of scholarly
electronic editions is one way in which
academic libraries can take an active role
to improve the accessibility to information
and to advance the use of electronic texts.
Preliminary editions of the first two
works in the series, Oak and by and L'il
Gal, are now available. The Wright State
University Dunbar Library will next
complete editions of all the works of
poetry, and then Dunbar's short stories,
novels, and theater librettos and lyrics.
Oak and Ivy was Dunbar's first
published work. Written with the
encouragement of James Whitcomb Riley
and at the suggestion of Dunbar's high
school and newspaper publisher, Dunbar
collected fifty-six poems and paid the
United Brethren Publishing House $125 to
print the copies. Five hundred copies
were printed, and sold for one dollar per
copy. Within two weeks, Dunbar sold
enough books to pay back the printer.
The book contained Dunbar's first dialect
poem ("A Banjo Song").
Li'L' Gal was published in 1904. The
text was illustrated with photographs by
Leigh Richmond Miner, with border
decorations designed by Margaret
Armstrong. The work relied heavily on
poems previously published in other
works. The only poem that had not
appeared before was "Charity."
The Dunbar electronic texts are first
generated by optical character recognition
(OCR) scanning of the original text.
Because optical scanning is not completely
reliable, and because of the great use of
punctuation in dialect poetry that is
particularly problematic in the scanning
process, each text will be meticulously
proofread to produce scholarly quality
texts.
Whenever possible the Libraries will
create the electronic editions from the first
printed editions. The Libraries will
observe all original spelling and punctua-
tion. Initially the text will be available for
IBM-compatible computers in standard
ASCII and WordPerfect" 5.1 formats.
The ASCII text version will not replicate
special typographic conventions or type
fonts, and they will not contain illustra-
tions. Later editions will be available for
the Macintosh, ® including possible editions
in hypertext with aural and visual
representations of the works.
Douglas Kaylor, Dunbar Library Reference
Department Head, demonstrates the Dunbar
electronic text to OhioLINK Executive Director
Len Simutis and Vice-President Hathaway.
The content of all of Dunbar's works
is in the public domain. Wright State
University will declare copyright on the
format of the electronic texts to ensure
their continued integrity and non-profit
availability. To encourage the widest
possible use of and interest in the works of
Dunbar, the Library intends to make these
works available to the public at a nominal
fee to recover production costs. The
Libraries also plan to provide free
distribution via the Internet.
Hirshon observed that "conversion of
Dunbar's works to electronic form will
make these great works of literature
available to an entirely new generation of
scholars and students. Users will be able
to work with the texts in entirely new
ways. With the increased attention on
campus to multiculturalism, the preser-
vation of and access to the works of Afri-
can-Americans is particularly important."
Electronic texts can be used in ways
that would be impractical with standard
printed text. For example, with a standard
word processor a reader can create a
customized annotated edition by inserting
footnotes, highlighting text, creating con-
cordances, or annotating text with
marginal notes or reminders. Scholars and
students also can copy a selection (such as
a stanza from a poem) into a research
paper or quickly search for a key word or
memorable phrase in context. Professors
also may use electronic versions of public
domain works to create unique anthologies
for classroom use or to make works
readily available for class reserve.
WSU Libraries Become
Members of the Center
for Research Libraries
The Wright State University Libraries
became associate members of the Center
for Research Libraries (CRL) on April 1,
1992. The Center is a cooperative research
library located in Chicago providing access
to research materials that supplement local
campus collections. For example, the
Center provides access to doctoral disserta-
tions submitted to institutions outside the
United States and Canada, and to
microfilm editions of newspapers from
throughout the world. The Center has
more than 3.7 million volumes and 1.2
million microfilms. As an associate mem-
ber, the Wright State University Libraries
have unlimited access to the CRL
collections. A printed catalog and further
information about CRL is available from
Interlibrary Loan.
This fall the CRL holdings will
become available via the OhioLINK Cen-
tral Database. CRL holdings will appear
with holdings of OhioLINK member
institutions.
For more information on the
Center's collections contact Interlibrary
Loan (873-2289 Dunbar Library, 873-4110
Fordham Library) or Dunbar Library
Collection Management at extension 2689.
Changes to Circulation
and Reserve Policies
During the past year, the Academic
Council University Library Committe
held extensive discussions about the
circulation and reserve policies for the
University Libraries. Objectives of the
review were to consider the implications of
OhioLINK policies on local campus
policies, and to increase conformity
between Dunbar and Fordham Library
policies. As a result, there will be new
circulation policies for the University
Libraries that become effective for the
summer quarter.
A summary of the policies appears
below. Copies of the full policies will be
available at both libraries. For further
information call the Information Delivery
Services department heads: Susan Weldon
(873-2530) at the Dunbar Library or Susan
Case at the Fordham Library (873-2003).
Circulation Policies
The loan period for materials owned
by the Libraries will be 77 days for WSU
faculty and staff, and 28 days for all other
borrowers. Each borrower will be allowe
two renewals before the item must be re
turned and resheived. After one item i
overdue, a user will be blocked fro
borrowing additional items until th
overdue item is returned or renewed.
Fines will apply to all borrowers. One
overdue notice will be sent before a fine
will be charged, and borrowers will have
a 20 days grace period after the due date
before assessment of a fine. Thereafter
fines will accrue at the rate of $1.75 pe
day to a maximum of $25.00 per item
after the item is overdue for 35 days.
After 35 days overdue, the item will
be declared lost and the borrower will be
responsible to (1) return the item and pay
the $25.00 fine, or (2) pay a $75.00 mini
mum replacement fee plus the $25.00 fine
if the item is not returned.
The Libraries will recall items onl
if they are needed for course reserve or i
the item has been in circulation for at least
28 days. Borrowers who fail to return
recalled items will be charged an overdue
fine of $1.75 per day.
Wright State faculty and staf
normally will be limited to borrowing 50
items, and students to 30 items.
There will also be new rates and
policies for community borrowers.
Community borrower cards will cost $20
per year, and borrowers may borrow up to
five items at time. Friends of the Librar-
ies members will continue to receive
borrowing privileges with their
membership .
Additional policies will apply for
materials borrowed from OhioLINK
libraries. For example, the lending period
will be 24 days, with overdue fines based
upon the policies of the lending library.
Reserve Policies
The review of reserve policies was
necessary to ensure that the Libraries
conformed to the new Wright State
University policies on copyright and with
federal copyright laws.
The major change is that the Li-
braries will attempt to secure copyright
permission for items expected to be on re-
serve for more than one academic quarter
or instructors can directly request
copyright permission. A lead time of at
least four weeks will be required to ensure
that the Libraries receive copyright
permission in time to process material for
the following quarter.
Whenever possible, the Libraries
will seek copyright permission from the
publisher. The Libraries will pay a reason-
able fee for copyright permission when it
is not practical to obtain copyright permis-
sion from the publisher. The University
Libraries will pay copyright fees for five
titles per term per course. The Libraries
will retain a record of copyright
permission for up to five years.
The Libraries will place any number
of copies on reserve for which we have
copyright permission. However, items for
which the Libraries do not have copyright
permission may be placed on reserve for
one quarter providing there is compliance
with all Federal "fair use" guidelines.,
such as:
• The Libraries own the work, or for
journal articles the Libraries currently
subscribe to the publication.
• No more than one selection may be
copied from a single work, e.g. only
one article from a journal issue.
• The number of copies on reserve is
proportional to course enrollment.
• No more than nine copies per titles per
course may be on reserve.
• The same work may be used only once
in five years by the same instructor for
the same course.
At the end of each quarter any
photocopy without copyright permission
will be returned to the instructor.
Library Receives Grant to
Develop Dunbar Library
Tours on Tape
Douglas Kaylor, Head of the Reference
and Research Services Department at the
Dunbar Library, received a $5,000 grant
from the Wright State University Founda-
tion and the Office of Academic Affairs to
develop a self-directed tour and
instructional program on audio tape for the
Dunbar Library. The audio tape will
guide undergraduate students and other
library patrons and explain library
functions and collections.
Portable tape players and audio tapes
will be available at the Dunbar Library
Circulation Desk. There are two versions
of the tape, one as an instructional version
for students, and a tour version for the
general public. During the Spring Quarter
the Library is testing a prototype of the
instructional version with English 102
students. The Library is conducting a
formal evaluation of the effectiveness of
the tape program compared with the
traditional classroom style instruction.
Approximately 3,000 people are expected
to use the tapes during the first full year of
operation.
OhioLINK Update
The Libraries have begun the
conversion from our current Cooperative
Online Library System (COLS) online
catalog (COLS) to the OhioLINK system.
The database of approximately 600,000
records is now being loaded into the local
OhioLINK system. The new online catalog
and circulation system will be in use
during the Summer Quarter. The online
catalog will provide access to the local
Wright State, the Dayton area hospital
database, and to the OhioLINK central
database. The central database will include
library holdings of other Ohio universities
and journal databases, such as
ABI/Inform, Dissertation Abstracts Inter-
national, Newspaper Index, and General
Periodicals Index.
Friends of the Libraries News
Friends Expands Scope. With the recent
change in the organization, of the
University libraries, the Friends of the
Library is now the Friends of the
Libraries. Activities and sponsored
programs encompass both the Dunbar and
the Fordham Health Sciences Library.
For membership information, contact
Brenda Combs at 873-2381.
Friends Night at Books and Company.
On April 10, Books and Company
sponsored a membership evening for
current and prospective members of the
Friends of the Libraries. All Friends
members received a 20 % discount on
purchases made that evening. The Friends
are most grateful for this support from
Books and Company.
Annual Luncheon. The Annual
Luncheon will occur on Friday, June 12
at noon in the first floor reading room of
the Dunbar Library. This will be the first
time the event will be held in the Library.
William S. Anderson, the past chair of
NCR who is credited with saving the
Dayton company by bringing it into the
computer age, will be the keynote speaker.
Anderson wrote Corporate Crisis: NCR
and the Computer Revolution. Mr.
Anderson recently returned from a
business tour of Japan and China.
The Luncheon will also recognize and
honor those individuals who have made
substantial contributions of collections,
funds or time to the University Libraries
over the past three years.
The cost of the luncheon is $15. For
reservations, contact Brenda Combs at
Staff News
Karen Wilhoit joined the University
Libraries staff as the Head of the
Cataloging Department in April. Karen
came to Wright State from the University
of Dayton Law Library where she was
active in university affairs as the library
representative to the Academic Senate..
Frances LaSalle, reference librarian at
the Fordham Health Sciences Library, will
retire at the end of August 1992.
Fordham Health Sciences
Library User Services
In response to a user survey, the
Fordham Health Sciences Library installed
sound baffling to reduce noise in the
adjacent reader areas.
The Fordham Health Sciences Library
maintains a list of individuals who are
available to translate scientific and
technical publications. Please ask at the





Terry Henner, Susan Weldon
Wright State
University
University Library
Dayton, Ohio 45435
